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A member of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Medaille, Sister Helen Prejean explains the faith of her childhood as being one “where what counted was a personal relationship with God, inner peace, kindness to others and heaven when this life was done. I did’nt want to struggle with politics and economics.” In June 1980 her life changed when she discovered that two thirds of the peoples of the world live at or below subsistence level while one third live in affluence. She realised that her faith had been too etheral and disconnected and she began to seek out the poor. As a consequence of this, she found herself in the role of spiritual advisor to Patrick Sonnier, a convicted killer sentenced to die in the electric chair.
The story that unfolded is written down in this book with clarity, humour, wisdom and insight. Paul’s words from prison to the Philippians have been taken seriously by Sister Prejean: ”You need to use your head and test your feelings so that your love is sincere and intelligent, not sentimental gush…….. making Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved in the glory and praise of God.” (Philippians 1) 
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