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Advent is a period of preparation for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Unlike Lent which is a penitential season, Advent is a season of anticipation. 

Historically, the primary sanctuary colour of Advent is Purple. This is the colour of penitence and fasting, as well as the colour of royalty to welcome the Advent of the King. The purple of Advent is also the colour of suffering used during Lent and Holy Week, which points to an important connection between Jesus’ birth and death. The nativity and the Incarnation cannot be separated from the crucifixion. The purpose of Jesus’ coming into the world, of the "Word made flesh" and dwelling among us is to reveal God and His grace to the world through Jesus’ life and teaching, but also through his suffering, death, and resurrection. To reflect this emphasis, originally Advent was a time of penitence and fasting, much as the Season of Lent and so shared the colour of Lent.














Thursday, 1 December – World AIDS Day


Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of West Tennessee and for the Bishop, the Right Reverend Don Johnson.

We pray for Bishop Brian and Susan.

On this World Aids Day, we remember all those who are infected or affected or by HIV and AIDS.
We pray for those who are ill and for their families.
We pray for the nurses, doctors and volunteers who care for them. 
We pray for all the orphans who are left behind and for those who give of their time and resources to care for them. 
We pray that the stigma attached to HIV and AIDS will be removed so that together we can face the epidemic and work towards and bring about zero tolerance
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Friday, 2 December
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of West Texas, for their Bishop the Right Reverend Gary Lillibridge and their Bishop Suffragan the Right Reverend David Reed.
We pray for our own Bishop Brian and for Susan his wife.
As the first week of Advent draws to a close let us think about the Prophecy Candle lit last Sunday. The candle symbolizes the promises the prophets delivered as messages from God – promises that foretold Christ’s birth. This candle is considered a candle of hope – the hope that we have in Christ as our Saviour. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world through him.”

The prophetic promise is so great. It is a complete victory over sin and death. Today, imagine that salvation touching and transforming you. Allow God to open your heart and mind to His purposes for you. 
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Saturday, 3 December 


Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western Izon in Bendel, Nigeria and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Edafe Emamezi. 

We pray for our own bishop Brian and for Susan his wife.

We pray for the Transformers who are on their annual camp this weekend. May the Lord bless and keep each of them and reveal Himself to them in a new and exciting way.

We pray for each parish that has sent a Transformer to camp and for their Youth Pastors and Youth workers.

We pray for Archdeaconry Region 1, for Oupaki Moruthane the Archdeacon and for the parishes that make up the Archdeaconry: Bosmont, St Thomas and St Bartholomew in Kagiso, Orchards, Meadowlands, Newclare, St John and St Mary in Orlando, Randburg, Rangeview, Senoane and Tladi. We pray too for St Barnabas College.
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Sunday, 4 December – Second Sunday of Advent

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western Kansas and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Michael Milliken.

We pray for our own bishop Brian and for Susan his wife. 

Today we light the Second Advent candle - the Bethlehem Candle. The Bethlehem Candle reminds us of the birthplace of the Messiah. Micah (5:2) predicted that Bethlehem would be the birthplace of the Messiah: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village in Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.”

As we think about how God placed Jesus in such a small and humble setting we pray for ourselves, for the strength to do your will regardless of our humble settings or perceived limitations. 

Jesus, in the darkness of these Advent days, let me be guided by the light of your word. Give me the humility to be led by you and the wisdom to learn from you. May I experience your light in my life and in the world. I am grateful for the Saviour who awaits us, and eagerly await the time of rejoicing. Let me look forward in hope and turn to you with great trust, knowing you will guide my steps along the unknown path of this day.
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Monday, 5 December


Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western Louisiana and for their Bishop the Right Reverend David MacPherson. 

We pray for Bishop Brian and for Susan his wife.

We pray for Archdeaconry Region 2, for Vicentia Kgabe the Archdeacon and for the Parishes in the Archdeaconry: Auckland Park, the Cathedral, Doornkop, Fouchville, Hillbrow, Houghton, Jabavu, Noordgesig, Parkhurst, Phakamani, Pimville, Rosebank and Wedela.


Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way of salvation: Give us grace to heed their warning and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

1979 Book of Common Prayer 
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Tuesday, 6 December 


Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western Massachusetts and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Gordon Scruton. 

We pray for Brian our own Bishop and for Susan his wife.

As our clergy meet today for their final meeting of the year we ask God to bless, keep and strengthen them. We pray too for their families who support and encourage them in their ministry.

‘Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees that are weak, say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God; he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save you.’

Our God will come to save us! What an incredible promise. Each of these Advent days uses images to help us to imagine and become excited about the ways our God has tried to prepare us, through the prophets to be ready for the healing and restoration and love that He offeres us in Jesus. 

We reflect today on the times we feel afraid and weak; times when we don’t know what to do or where to go. We ask for God’s strength and protection that is only found in Him.
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Wednesday, 7 December 

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western Mexico and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Lino Rodriguez-Amaro.

We pray for all the Bishops of our Province and for our Archbishop Thabo Makgoba.

Heavenly Father, you sent Jesus to shepherd your people and the Holy Spirit to make your people one. Send your Holy Spirit to anoint Brian our Bishop that he may continue the work of renewal in the Church and unite our parishes, priests and people in love, truth and wisdom. Give him a true shepherd’s heart like that of Jesus, that he may give strength to the weak, heal the broken hearted, console the lonely, bring back the wandering and be a power against the evil of our day. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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Thursday, 8 December 

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western Michigan and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Robert Gepert.

We pray for Bishop Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.

We pray for Archdeaconry Region 3 and for Doug Michael the Archdeacon. We pray too for the parishes in the Archdeaconry: Bramley, Carletonville, Discovery, East Bank, Florida, Khutsong, Mzimhlope, Linden, Protea Glen, Protea South, Roodepoort and Weltevreden. 

Almighty God, the giver of all good gifts, who of thy divine providence has appointed various orders in thy church: Give thy grace, we humbly beseech thee, to all who are called to any office and ministry for thy people; and so fill them with the truth of thy doctrine and clothe them with holiness of life, that they may faithfully serve before thee, to the glory of thy great name and for the benefit of thy holy church, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Friday, 9 December 


Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western New York and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Ralph Franklin.

We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.

As the school year ends today we pray for all learners and educators and reflect on the importance of education in our country. We thank God for the many dedicated and committed teachers, particularly those in our parishes, and ask that this holiday period brings refreshment and renewed enthusiasm for teachers and learners alike.
We pray especially for our Anglican Church Schools: St John’s College, St Mary’s School, Vuleka School, Bishop Bavin and St Peter’s.
Lord bless and keep all those who are travelling. Help each of us to drive safely with respect and patience on the road. We pray especially for all taxi drivers who carry the responsibility of so many lives.
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Saturday, 10 December 

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western Newfoundland, Canada and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Percy David Coffin.

We pray for Brian our Bishop and for his wife Susan.

As FOX meets today we pray for all those exploring vocations to the ordained ministry and for all those preparing for ordination in January. Let us, with them, allow ourselves be drawn into the invitation to live our lives touched by the grace of God-with-us.
All powerful God, help us to look forward in hope to the coming of our Saviour. May we live as he taught, ready to welcome him with burning love and faith. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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Sunday, 11 December  - Third Sunday of Advent
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Western North Carolina and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Granville Taylor. 
We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.
Today we light the third candle in the Advent wreath – the Shepherds Candle. This candle reminds us that God sent His angles to the shepherds so that they could spread the Good News of Christ. Shepherds were at the very bottom rung of the social ladder of Israel and yet God chose them. 
Let us pray today about how God is calling us. Let us ask ourselves whether we are open to listening to God’s call – to believing that even though we may not feel worthy, God wants to use us.
Let us pray too about our attitudes to those who are less fortunate than us, those who are ill, or those who for whatever reason we consider to be less worthy than ourselves. God chose shepherds to spread the Good News. Help us Lord to be open to your message regardless of who the messenger might be. 

[image: Five-Lit-Advent-Candles-on-.jpg]
Monday, 12 December 
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Wiawso, Ghana and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Abraham Ackah.
We pray for Brian our own Bishop and for his wife Susan.
Today we pray for Archdeaconry Region 4 and for Steve Moreo the Archdeacon. We pray too for each parish in the Archdeaconry: Brixton, Dobsonville, Ferreirastown, Fourway Gardens, Mayfair, Nothriding, Holy Cross Orlando, Parkview, Parktown, Randfontein, Ruimsig, Sandton, Toekomsrus and Yeoville.
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end.
1979 Book of Common Prayer
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Tuesday, 13 December
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Willochra, South Australia which is vacant at present.
As we pray for Willochra, we remember all the parishes in our own Diocese which are currently vacant or under an interim pastor. We ask God to be with the parishes and with those looking after them. We pray for wisdom and discernment for those who are responsible for making appointments.
We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan.
‘Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me your paths, guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour.’
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Wednesday, 14 December
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Winchester in the United Kingdom and for the Reverend Canon Tim Dakin. We pray for Basingstoke, Winchester and for the Right Reverend Peter Hancock. We pray too for Southampton, Winchester and for the Right Reverend Jonathan Frost.
We pray for Brian our own Bishop and for Susan his wife.
We pray for Archdeaconry Region 5 and for Xolani Dlwati the Archdeacon. We pray too for the parishes in the Archdeaconry: Bedfordview, Bekkersdal, Belgravia, Bez Valley, Bryanston, Coronationville, Halfway Gardens, Jeppestown, Kensington, Malvern, Mohlakeng, Rabie Ridge and Simunye.
Thursday, 15 December
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray fro the Windward Islands in the West Indies and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Calvert Friday.

We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.  

‘As the deer pants for the water so my souls longs after you. You are alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you. You alone are my strength, my shield; to you alone may my spirit yield. You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship you.’

Today let us focus on our longing for God and pray that our longing for Him will become a longing far greater than any other longing in our life. Help this longing to grow with our Advent anticipation culminating in Christ revealing Himself to us anew on Christmas day.
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Friday, 16 December  -  Day of Reconciliation
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Worcester, Canterbury and Dudley and for their Bishops the Right Reverend John Inge and the Right Reverend David Walker.
We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.
Holy Father, God of love,
You are the Creator of this land and of all good things.
We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history
And the sufferings of our people,
And we ask your forgiveness.
We thank you for the survival of our indigenous cultures.
Our hope is in you because you gave us your Son
To reconcile the world to you.
We pray for strength and grace to forgive,
Accept and love one another,
As you love, forgive and accept us
In the sacrifice of your Son.
Give us the courage to accept the realities our history 
So that we may build a better future for our nation.
Teach us to respect all cultures.
Teach us to care for our land and waters.
Help to share justly the resources of this land.
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change 
To improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities,
Especially the disadvantaged.
Help young people to find true dignity 
and self esteem by your Spirit.
May your power and love be the foundations on which
we build our families, our communities and our nation,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Indigenous Theology working group, 13 March 1997

Saturday, 17 December
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Wusasa, Nigeria and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Ali Buba Lamido.
We pray for Bishop Brian and Susan.
‘I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.’
God our Father, you loved the world so much that you gave your only son to free us from the ancient power of sin and death. Help us who wait for his coming and lead us to true liberty. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Sunday, 18 December – Fourth Sunday of Advent
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Wyoming and for their Bishop the Right Reverend John Smylie.
We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.
On this, the fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the Angel Candle also called the Love Candle. The angels announced the Good News that God loves us so much that He sent His only Son to earth to save us.  
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.” (John 3:16-17)
Today let us think about the magnitude of a love that allows one’s own son to be sacrificed. We are truly blessed to be children of such a loving God.
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Monday, 19 December

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Yambio, Sudan and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Peter Munde Yacoub.

As we pray for Sudan let us pray for conflict situations around the world remembering especially the ongoing conflicts in Zimbabwe and other parts of Africa. We pray for all those who are persecuted and we remember especially those in our Christian family who are being persecuted for their beliefs.

God bless Africa, guard her children,
guide her leaders and give her peace

” And they shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God be with us.”
Lord Jesus, thank you that you are always with us. Please help us to feel the strength of your presence in our lives in every situation. Help us to have the faith that you are always with us. Help us to rely on you.
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Tuesday, 20 December

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Yei, Sudan and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Hilary Luate Adeba.

We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.

We pray for Archdeaconry Region 6 and for Trevor Prince the Archdeacon. We pray too for the parishes in the Archdeaconry: Alexandra, St James and St Stephen in Diepkloof, Emdeni, Krugersdorp, Munsiville, Moroka, Orange Grove, Sophiatown, Sunninghill and Westonaria.
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Wednesday, 21 December

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Yewa, Nigeria and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Simeon Adebola.

We pray for Bishop Brian and Susan.

Mary could become the ‘temple of God’s Word’ because she was ready to do God’s will. 

God of love and mercy, help us to follow the example of Mary, always ready to do your will. At the message of an angel she welcomed your eternal Son, and filled with the light of your Spirit, she became the temple of your Word, who lives and reigns with you and the holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.


Thursday, 22 December

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Yirol, Sudan and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Daniel Deng Abil.

We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan.

As the Diocesan office closes for the year today we pray for our Diocese and the office that works to keep it running. We pray especially for those who work in it: Rodney Taylor, Ivy Matthews, George Boyce, Olga Raphoto, Tumi Masemola, Claire Holden and Noxolo Sihangu. 

We pray too for all those who work in our parish and school offices throughout the Diocese. May God give them the strength and patience to be the smiling face of Jesus to all whom they encounter.
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Friday, 23 December 

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Yokohama, Japan and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Laurence Yutaka Minabe.

We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.

Wozani ku Jesus, Nijabule Nonke
Wozani, Wozani, e Bethlehem,
Wozani Nonke
Inkosi Ingelosi.

Wozani sikuleke
Wozani sikuleke
Wozani sikuleke kuKristu inKosi

O come, all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant;
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels!

O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.
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Saturday, 24 December

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Yola, Nigeria and for their Bishop the Right Revered Markus Ibrahm.

We pray for Bishop Brian and Susan.

May the humility of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, the joy of the angels and the peace of the Christ Child,  be God’s gift to you this Christmas, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen
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Sunday, 25 December - Christmas Day
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‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all people. For today in the city of David a Saviour has been born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign to you: you will find him wrapped in swaddling clothes and laying in a manger.’

Almighty God, you have given us your only begotten Son to take our nature upon him and to be born of a pure virgin: grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit, one God, now and forever.

And as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ today we remember that, through Him we have become members of a bigger Christian family and so, together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the diocese of York and for their Archbishop the Most Reverend John Sentamu. We pray for the Diocese of York, Beverley and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Martyn Jarrett; for the Diocese of 







York, Hull and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Richard Frith; for the Diocese of York, Selby and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Martin Wallace; and we pray for the Diocese of York, Whitby and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Martin Warner.

We pray for our own Bishop, Brian and for Susan his wife.

And we pray for all members of our Diocesan family that they will know the peace, hope, love and joy of the Christchild.
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Monday, 26 December – Day of Goodwill

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Ysabel, Melanesia and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Richard Naramana.

We pray for Bishop Brian and Susan. 
Lord God, from You every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. Father, You are love and life. Through Your Son, Jesus Christ, born of woman, and through the Holy Spirit, the fountain of divine charity, grant that every family on earth may become for each successive generation a true shrine of life and love.
 Grant that Your grace may guide the thoughts and actions of husbands and wives for the good of their families and of all the families in the world. Grant that the young may find in the family solid support for their human dignity and for their growth in truth and love. Grant that love, strengthened by the grace of the sacrament of marriage, may prove mightier than all the weaknesses and trials through which our families sometimes pass. Through the intercession of the Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that the Church may fruitfully carry out her worldwide mission in the family and through the family. We ask this of You, Who is life, truth, and love with the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Tuesday, 27 December

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Yukon, Canada and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Larry David Robertson. 

We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan.

As the year draws to a close we as God’s blessing and give thanks for our Diocesan Trustees and for the time and knowledge that they have given so generously to the Diocese over the last year: Craig Bayley, John Bellew, Henry Bennett, Ronnie Bracks, David Butcher, Errol Dengler, Joel Digole, Mark Franklin, Leslie Magoro, Charles May, Connie Nkosi, Jill Oliphant, John Powell and Nigel Willis.
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Wednesday, 28 December

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Zaki-Biam, Nigeria and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Benjamin Vager.

We pray for Brian our Bishop and for Susan his wife.

As we consider the year behind us and make resolutions for the year ahead let us pray about the changes that we can make in our lives that will enable us to walk more closely with God. 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is doubt, faith,
Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light,
Where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much
seek to be consoled as to console,
not so much to be understood as to understand,
not so much to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
it is in dying that we awake to eternal life.

--- St. Francis of Assisi
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Thursday,  29 December

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Zanzibar which is currently vacant.

We pray for Bishop Brian and Susan.

We pray for those who have authority and responsibility among the nations, that, ruling with wisdom and justice, they may promote peace and wellbeing in the world.

God, bless Africa
Guard her children
Guide her leaders
And give her peace;
For Jesus sake. Amen
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Friday, 30 December
Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for Zonkwa, Nigeria and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Praises Omole-Ekun. We pray too for Zaria, Nigeria and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Cornelius Salifu Bello.
We pray for Bishop Brian and Susan.
We pray today for those involved in the planning of our Diocesan 90th anniversary celebrations and for those involved in the Lent 2012 course.  

Go before us, Lord in all our doings
With your most gracious favour
And encourage us with your continual help
That in all our works
Begun, continued and ended in you
We may glorify you holy Name
And finally, by your mercy
Obtain the fullness of eternal life;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Friday, 31 December 

Together with the Worldwide Anglican Communion we pray for the Diocese of Zululand and for their Bishop the Right Reverend Dino Gabriel.

We ask for God’s blessing on our Diocese, our Bishop, our clergy and ourselves in the coming year and, as 2011 comes to a close today we rededicate ourselves and our lives to the Lord for 2012.

Father Almighty
We offer ourselves to you
As a living sacrifice
In Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out into the world
In the power of the Holy Spirit
To live and work
To your praise and glory.
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