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Weekly Newsletter 10th – 16th December
Diocesan Notices
The Cathedral will be hosting the Diocesan Fellowship Choirs Carol Service on 18th December at 14h00. They have asked that you please promote this event in your parishes.
In anticipation of the Lent ’12 course the Parish of St Nicholas, Carletonville is asking whether any parish / organization / school in the Diocese has a television and dvd player that they would be willing to donate to them so that they can run the course. Please contact Claire Holden in Bishop’s Office if you are able to assist.

STILIM 2012 : Since 2008 the Diocese has run a Course, STILIM for Lay Leaders. Those who have attended claim that they have found the course an invaluable tool for improving their leadership skills and for promoting a change of mindset about the way in which we all exercise ministry within our parishes, archdeaconries, diocese, and in all aspects of our lives. They have strongly recommended that it should continue so that more of our enthusiastic leaders can benefit from it, and thus greatly enhance their ministry within the life of the church, and in the world.  In 2012 the Course will be held on the 1st Saturday morning of the month February to November.  An invitation and more detailed information about the Course is being sent to all parishes.  Contact Di Buchanan: email: diandunc@netactive.co.za  or fax: 011 782-9201 for more details.
□□□
Diocesan Family News

Kevin Balkwill has moved to the Parish of St Augustine, Brixton where he will support Paul Germond who is the Rector. We wish Kevin every blessing in his new ministry.
□□□
Prayer Requests
Chris Viljoen has advised us that his knee replacement surgery went well and he is at home recovering. He has thanked us for our prayers.

Nigel Mollink will be undergoing a knee replacement operation on the 13th of December. Please keep him in your prayers at this time and as he recuperates.
□□□
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Please remember the following people who celebrate their birthdays and anniversaries this week.
	
	December

	9
	Julia Njumbuxa;   Gavin & Helen Smith

	11
	Linda Williams

	12
	Xolani & Mabatho Dlwati;   David & Margaret Eades

	13
	Mpho Chaane

	14
	Martin & Michelle Louw

	15
	Beryl Bailey

	16
	Puleng Modisaesi;  Paddy Seller

	17
	Earl Neil

	18
	Bikitsha & Julia Njumbuxa

	19
	Dan & Patricia Ngqumeya


Should your birthday not appear on this list please contact Noxolo at the Diocesan office so that we can update our records.

□□□

The Week Ahead
Please all remember that the last website training of the year takes place this Saturday. This is a wonderful opportunity for all parishes to learn how to access their financial information online. Please contact the Butcher’s should you wish to attend.

	DECEMBER
	 
	Parish
	Diocesan
	Bishop

	Saturday
	10
	 
	Diocesan Website Training / 

FOX II
	 

	Friday
	16
	DAY OF RECONCILIATION
	 
	Wedding

	Friday
	23
	 
	Diocesan Office Closed
	 

	Sunday
	25
	CHRISTMAS DAY
	 
	 

	Monday
	26
	DAY OF GOODWILL
	 
	 

	Tuesday
	27
	PUBLIC HOLIDAY
	 
	 

	Wednesday
	28
	 
	Diocesan Office Closed
	 

	Thursday
	29
	 
	Diocesan Office Closed
	 

	Friday
	30
	 
	Diocesan Office Closed
	 


□□□
Outreach: Gift of the Givers & Emily Thomas of Mayfair Parish 

The following email was sent to me from Eve Abrahams, Priest-in-Charge of Mayfair Parish. I encourage each of you to think about how and what you can do to help alleviate this suffering so close to home – especially in this season of giving.

‘Following a report in Independent Newspapers detailing the death of four children who died of hunger after embarking on an 18km trek in search of food, Gift of the Givers responded on 22 November with 600 food parcels, 1500 bottles of 500ml water, 300 blankets, 2000 sweet packs (non-nutritious but emotionally exhilarating for children) and 600 x 1kg washing powder to a community, that shockingly had nothing. The teams returned on 29 November 2011 and fed 3000 "wet" meals to the community. The figure doubled to 6000 last night excluding those little children who came running in desperation.  It's December 1st, World Aids Day, and while our other teams are commemorating these events at Duduza, Prince Mshiyeni Hospital and other locations, the Verdwaal team is preparing for an influx of 10 000 hungry people at 3pm today.  

Many people in this area do not have the necessary documentation to apply for government grants but are caught in a catch 22 situation, do they obtain an ID document at a cost of R140 or do they buy food with money they don't even have. Tragically, no money, no ID document, no government grant.

Gift of the Givers will commence the building of a kitchen at Motlhatswa Primary School as most of the children attending this school reside in Verdwaal 1and 2, marked as the poorest areas in the community. The children that passed away also attended school at Motlhatswa Primary.  The option of agricultural sustainability and school gardens are being investigated. As our teams prepare for the crucial feeding today we all are in a state of silent gratitude that neither us, nor our parents, grandparents or children have to run from a distance with bucket in hand.  In addition 600 Food Parcels and 600 Hygiene packs will be distributed today.

Details: Allauddin Sayed 0836677179 and Emily Thomas 0836520315 on site at Verdwaal or call tollfree 0800786911. A special thank you to all those who have contributed in cash and kind thus far.’
□□□
For more info please visit our website http://www.anglicanjoburg.org.za
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. Acts Ch 2 v45 & 47
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